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This rejxjn is the inlernationol preliminary examinBtion report, established by ihis International Prcliounafy Jix.ainXnxxxs Authority 
under Article 35 aod transmitted to the applicant occur ding to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sbc£i. 



Tins report is also accompanied by AIO«EXHS. cooiprisii^: 

a. I ^ tsent to the applicant a*ul to the Intirtmtionai Bift-etut) a tot ul of 



stieets. as follows: 



□ 
□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been aa:^t>d«^d «nd ATc the ba&is for this report and/or 
sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority Cscc Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of th« Admtoistrati v« 
I nsl rijcti o ns ) . 

abeets which sllpcrscd^^ earlier shiiiits. but which this Authority cotlSi'disrs contain nn amendmcnl that goes beyond 
tfte disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in ttcot 4. of J&OX >40- I and tht^ Supplt^ntentoJ 



□ 



BoT. 

{sent to th^ Intem£xtional Bureati ouJv) a total of (indicate type and nuoibcir of eleefrotlie cam««<s» 



, containing a sequence listing and/or tabl<^s 



related thereto, in compiiter readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Re latins to Sequence I^isting (st 
Section S(X2 of the Ad«uni$trattve InstraetioAS)- 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



121 


Box N"o. 1 


n 


Box Xo. II 


□ 


Box N'o. in 


□ 


Box N'o. fV 




BcQC >?o. V 


□ 


Box >-o. VI 




Box -Vo. VII 


□ 


Box Xo. VIII 



Basis of the report 

Priority 

Xon-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive stq> and jndu;^al applicability 
Laclc of unity of invention 

Reasoned sta4«tneitt under Article 35<2> with regard to TH>veliy. inventive step or industrial applicability! 
citations and explanations supponiog such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Basis of the report 



With rcs£ird to the lan^uii^c. ihis report is based on the inlernational Application in th» Ungual in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this, jtcun. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original languase iitf o the Fcdlowing language • 
'—^ whi ch is the lansua^ of a tzanslation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ inieriaationiil swchCRule 12.3 and 23.1Cb)> 

□ publicntton of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international pre linv nary c.^ajru nation (Rule 55-2 antJ/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international applicalion, this rcpoft is based on {rtpiacemtfU sheets -v^hich have been fztrnished to the 
re^ceiviiig C?ffice in rt^xpotix^ to an. invitation it*MJer ArtiK:le 14 are referre<i in this report as "origina/Jy fiieti" and are nat ajutexed t& 
this rept?rt)i 

the iotcrnatiottal application as ori^nally flled/ftKnisfaiBd 
the description! 

pages 1—56 Ori^niilly filcd/'furnishcd 

pages'^ rectfiv*sd by this Authority on 

pa^s* reoeI\ied by this Authority on 



□ 
IS) 



□ 



□ 
□ 



th« c-iuims: 

nos. X— 18 as ocisinally Sled/fLirnlshed 

no*-* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

nos.*" re«iv£d by this Authority on 

nos-* _ leceived by this Authorit>r on _ 

the drawings^ 

sheets a* originally file d/furni shed 

sheets^ . received by this Authority on 

sheets* ttceived by thi5 Authority on 

u sequence listing andAxr any related iablet[s> — see Supplemental Box Relating to {Sequence Ustiag. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

the drawings. sh«ets/ftf s 

the sequence listing tspeci^-)i 

any tablc<s> related to sequence listing (specify)- 



□ This report has been established as if Csome of) the amend axrnts annexed to thts report and listed b«low had not been made, since 
they have been considered to fSiO b«yond tb# diS4ffosvu« as filed, us indicated in the Svipple mental Boti <Ruie 70.2(c]). 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/llgs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

y table<s) related to <iequence Itsttag {specify}'. 



If item -/ awplies, som* or alt a>f'th&s* sheets v be_ *rto_Hie<i "superseded. ' 
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1 under Arficte 35f2) with rs^rd to novelty, inventive step or indusCrial applictibiliiy: 
citattoais and cxplanationa supportlna such fltaianent 



i. StsAetrmnt 

Novelty tN") 



Claims 



Clalxns 1 — 18 
Claims 



Industrial iipplicabilJty (lA^ Claims 1-18 



YES 



7<0 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explaoattoos CRuIe 70.7) 

Reference is rnacie to tHe following ciocument : 

Dl : DE 37 41 158 A (STOCKHAUSEN CHBM FAB GMBH) (1989-06- 
15) 



1 . 



ffovelt^y C^CT Aarta-Clfe 33(2)) 



Tlie subject matter of the present claims 1 to 18 is nov^el 
over the prior a.rt a.s citi^d. in the international search 
report- None of the international search report citations 
shows a method for producing an agglomer-ated 
superai^sor-i^er particle which involves the following 
steps z 

A) toringing superal:>sorl?er fine particles, of which at 
least 40% have a particle size of less than ISOpm, into 
contact with a fluid, containing at least 1D% of a 
crosslinkatsle polymer with carboxyl groups, 

B) cross— linking the particles thus treated at 
temperatures of 20-300*C, wherein 

a) the crosslinkak>le polymer contains further groups at>le 
to react with the carlooxyl group in a condensation — . 
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BoK No. V Reasoned siatenient under Article 35(2» with rcgaxvl lo novelty, inventive step or Industrial appUcabilityt 
oiiations and explanations su^portins such statement 




adciit ±on— or ring— openincf react: ion , and/ or 
33) ttie f lu±ci contains a. cross — linJcincf sgrent , 

Furthermore, none of the searcli report citations 
indicates a superabsorber particle according to claims lO 
or 11 , 

2. Irt-wertti-v-e steT» (I>CT -Jijirticle 33(3)) 

The sutoject matter of the present claims 1 to 18 involves 
an inventive step since neither from Dl, which can foe 
considered the closest prior art, alone nor in 
con junction with any other document cited in the search 
report is it possible to derive any suggestion as to the 
claimed method, for the following reasons: 

Dl likewise discloses a method for producing an 
agglomerated superatosorber particle. 

The method claimed in the the present claims differs from 
the method known from Dl in that a crosslinJcatole polymer 
containing a carlDOicyl group is brought into contact with 
the superalDsorber fine particles instead of an 
agglomeration promoting agent which contains no further 
crosslinJcing agents, as is disclosed in Dl, 

Zn comparison with the teaching of Dly the problem 
addressed toy the present application consists in 
providing a further good method for reducing the fine- 
particle fraction in superabsorber particles, these 
particles being easy to dose when they are worked into 





form PCT/1P£A/-I09 <Bcrx ?vo. V» (January 2CN>4> 



22. Juni 2006 15:29 KNH PATENT ATTORNEYS 



Nr. 0360 S. 6/7 



INTERXATION'AI. PRELIMIN ARV REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



InternaiioriEil applicadon Xo. 

PCT/EP2 004/0081 8 3 



Reasoned statement under Article ^^fa) witi 
citatipns and exptanatioms sup porting, such a 



re^rd to novelty, invemlv 



i Aep or industrial applicability 



hygiene artLicles- 



The applicant has shown in numezrouis examples that it was 
possible to solve the profc»lejm of interest using the 
claimeci met hod - 



(" > 



Since none of the av^^ila.t>le document s contains the 
teaching <as to fc>2ringing ^^ cjtos s 1 in Jca.i>l e polymejr into 
contact with supex-aJosorbejc particles so as to reduce the 
proportion of fine particles, the claimed method was not 
suggested t>y the prior art either. An inventive step can 
therefore be acknowledged. 
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PCT/EP2004/0081S3 



Sex No. vn 



Ccrtttin dufctits in the international application 



Tlic roJIowipj; defects in the form or contents of the imtenMaioniil application have been noie«l: 

The expression '^TJie ciisclosuire of the ... is int irociTJceci a a 
refearence and. theirefore forms part of the disclosure" 
relates to the total content of another document and. 
could therefore give rise to doubts a.s to the scope of 
protection sought t>y the claims . It should therefore Ids 
deleted (see pages 1 , 11 and 16) . 



Farm PCT/IPEA/409 CBox N'o. VHi (January 



